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HAYDEN SOFTENS ALP OPPOSTTION TO URANIUM MINING 
[Article by lan Davis] 


Melbourne THE AGE in Englieh 23 Jun 81 p 5 








Other ALP Views 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN ito Englieh 23 Jun 61 p 1 





|ixcerpt] Federal Labor's spokesman on minerals and energy, Mr P. Keating, (NSW), 
has gone further than Mr Hayden, 


He said that the Labor Party would even oppose any attempt to establish the plant 
in South Auatralia, 


The Labor Party's policy of opposing the mining or development of uranium till 
the probleme of arms proliferation and waste disposal was settled had been in 
force for four veara, he said, 


uring that time there had been no evidence that the nuclear non-proliferation 
regime was gaining in tnt luence. The waste disposal problem was still a long 
way from being reeolved, 


Mr Keating said that the raid on [raq had demonstrated to anyone with an ounce 
if sense, whether or not they opposed the use of uranium, the dangers of estab- 
lishing converaton plants as part of developing civil nuclear problems. 


These problems were particularly acute in developing countries 


In Adelaide, the chairman of the Senate standing committees m science and 
environment, Senator Don Jesson (Lib. SA) said that the results of any study 
into uranium enrichment would be carefully scrutinised by the committee to 
ensure provision of adequate environmental safeguards. 


He commended the South Australian Government on what he called its initiative 
in joining the consortium to conduct the feasibility study. He said that the 
project would be subject to the requirements of the Environmental Protection 
Ac t. 


CSO: 5100/7548 











AUSTRALIA 


NSW SEEKS TO DUMP URANIUM TAILINGS IN SOUTH 


Wran Letter to Tonkin 
Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 25 Jun 81 p 4 
[Article by Peter Blunden] 


[Text] A political wrangle is developing over a move to dump about 5000 tonnes 
of radioactive waste in South Australia. 


The NSW Premier, Mr Wran, has asked his South Australian counterpart, Mr Tonkin, 
for permission to dispose of waste dumped in the elite Sydney suburb of Hunters 
Hill at a tailings dam of the former Radium Hill uranium gine. 


But the request goes against a recent call by the annual convention of the 
South Australian ALP for the State to be declared a nuclear-free zone. 


The Leader of the South Australian Labor Opposition, Mr Bannon, has warned that 
he will not be a party to South Australia being used as “a nuclear dustbin.” 


Mr Wran is in a dilemma because he has been coming under increasing pressure to 
dump the waste. 


His attempts to tind a suitable dumping site in NSW have created similar diffi- 
culties. 


Ironically, Mr Wran's move hae wet with a qguch colder response from the ALP in 
South Australia than from the Liberal Government. 


The State's Minister for Mines and Energy, Mr Goldsworthy, is giving no secrets 
away about his Government's likely response, but says the request will be con- 
sidered by Cabinet. 


In a letter to Mr Tonkin, Mr Wran stresses that his problem is establishing a 
dump site at Manara, near Ivanhoe in western NSW, mainly due to public opposi- 
tion. 


He suggests that the NSW waste be dumped together with waste taken there by the 
South Australian Government. 




















lhe attempt to dump the waste in South Australia has also revived the issue of 
union black bana, 


At a meeting in Adelaide on Tuesday of the Campaign Against Nuclear Energy, 
the ACTU president, Mr Dolan, reaffirmed the union movement's hardline stand 
againat the nuclear industry. 


Tonkin Refusal 
Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 2 Jul 61 p 3 
[Article by Peter Blunden: "Tonkin 'No' to Nuclear Waste Appeal") 


[Text]! The South Australlan Government has turned down a request to allow NSW 
to dump 59000 tonnes of radioactive waste in the State. 


The deciston creates a dilemma for the NSW Premier, Mr Wran, who is having diffi- 


culty finding a site to dispose of the waste from the elite Sydney suburb of 
Hunters Hill. 


Public pressure has mounted on the NSW Government to rid the area of the waste. 
Yesterday the South Australian Premier, Mr Tonkin, said the State's Health, 
Mines and Energy departments agreed vith the NSW assessment that the waste was 
safe to handle and transport. 

But, Mr Tonkin said, Cabinet felt it would be “pointless” to transport the waste 
to the abandoned Radium Hill site in the North-east of South Australia. Econom- 
ieally, it would be more practical to find a site much closer to Sydney. 


Mr Tonkin said the Radium Hill dumping ground had been sealed off and would need 
considerable work to re-open it for NSW's uranium waste. 


Even if the South Australian Government had approved Mr Wran's request, hardline 
anti-uranium unions would have tried to thwart its transportation. 


Mr Wran's request had also created a delicate situation within the South Austral- 
ian ALP, which last month passed a resolution at its annual conference calling 
for the State to be declared a nuclear-free zone. 


Similarly, the Leader of the South Australian Labor Opposition, Mr Bannon, said 
he would not be a party to his State being used as "a nuclear dustbin.” 


Radioactive Soil Problem 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 3 Jul 81 p 2 


[Article by Peter Diegutis and Paul Ellercamp: “Hunters Hill Radioactive Soil 
Lies in Rotting Bags™] 


[Excerpt] Radioactive soil dumped in Nelson Parade, Hunters Hill, about four 
years ago lies in a heap of rotting, broken plastic bags, open to the wind, 
rain, dogs and wandering children. 


- 











All that has happened since it was put there is that the bags have aplit open 
and become overgrown with weeds, In some parte, the soil has spile into the 


harbour , 
There are no warning signe and according to a local resident, Mra L. Kongats, 
whose property in Nelson Parade is badly contaminated by the radioactivity, 


children often play around the bage. 


The Premier, Mr Wran, believes a new technology may have to be devised to allow 
the State Government to get rid of the radioactive soil. 


But he had no idea veaterday what the technology might involve. 


He said there was “hesitation on the part of everyone to have this sort of 
radioactive waste deposited anywhere near then.” 


CSO: 5100/7548 








AUSTRALIA 


BRILIS 


ANTI-NUCLEAR COALITION--About 30 ; eace and anti-uranium groups, including two 
unions, have joined forces to opp se the development of a nuclear industry in 


\ustralia. The groups met in Sydnev last weekend to form an umbre)la organ! sa- 
tion, the Coalition for a Nuclear Free Australia--a move they say is unprece- 
dented in the anti-nuclear campaign. A spokesman for the coalition, Ms Louise 
Yuxbury, Said: “Australians can now expect a coordinated fight in all sections 
of the community to emerge as unionists and activists combine forces.” The 


coalition's first national action will be to organise a Nuclear Free Australia 
Week in August, ending with a commemoration of the bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. A member of the Greenpeace environmental group, Ms Jenny Skempton, 
said the coalition would take “bold, direct action" on national and State levels, 
as well as researching, Lobbying and launching publicity drives. Ms Kempton said 
the coalition’s first priorities would be for links with the Aboriginal land 
rights movement and to help e. force the ACTU ban on mining and exporting uranium. 
Onivy two unions, the Australian Railways’ Union and the Amalgamated Metal- 
workers’ and Shipwrights’ Union, attended the meeting. Groups represented at 

the meeting included the Movement Against Uranium Mining, the Campaign Against 
Nuclear Energy, Friends of the Earth, the Australian Conservation Foundation, 

the International League for Peace and Freedom ari Women Against Nuclear Energy. 
'Text] [Melbourne THE AGE . English 24 Jun 81 p 4] 


AAEC NGALIA DISPOSAL--The Australian Atomic Energy Commission has sold its 

10.7 per cent interest in various uranium prospects in the Northern Territory's 
Nealia Basin to Offshore Oil NL, Southern Cross Exploration NL and Cocks Eldra- 
do NL. The sale, for an undisclosed sum, is part of the AAEC's divestment pro- 
gram which has already seen the disposal of its 50 per cent interest in Ranger 
and an offer to sell the 41.6 per cent interest in Mary Kathleen Uranium. Re- 
serves so far indicated in seven of the joint venture's Ngalia Basin areas are 
estimated at 1720 tonnes of uranium oxide, contained in 535,800 tonnes of ore 
with an average grade of 3.2 kilograms to the tonne. The new interests in the 
joint venture will be Central Pacific Minerals NL (15.68 pe and operator), ACIP 
Australia Pty Ltd and Urangesellschaft Australia Pty Ltd (each 36.81 per cent), 
Offshore Oil NL (7.49 per cent), Southern Cross Exploration NL (2.14 per cent), 
and Cocks Eldorado NL (1.07 per cent). The partners plan to start soon on a 
program of additional exploration and evaluation work. [Text] [Sydney THE 
SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 8 Jul 81 p 27) 


URANIUM FOR PHILIPPINES--Manila, Thurs--Australia today pledged to provide the 
Philippines with all the uranium it needs as raw fuel for its first nuclear power 
plant now being built in Morong, north-west of here. The Australian Ambassador, 











ir’ Woolcoett, alse promised to help expand relations between the two coun- 


in vVestment, trade and energy. He made the pledges in «a speech at the 

. a twoeday joint conference of the Australian and Philippine business 
eration committees here,.=--AAP-REUTERS [Text] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in 
is liul Sl p 4| 

“ PORT SCHEME--Moves in Darwin at the weekend seem to have set the 


tate tor bypassing the Seamens Union ban on the export of uranium yellowcake. 
containers belleved to be loaded with uranium from Queensland Mines’ 
‘abarlek operation have been moved to private property near the Darwin water- 
front. <All containers that could be seun bore small labels indicating they con- 

jinec radioactive material. The stocage site is accessible to landing barges 
and a crane was parked near the containers yesterday. The land is owned by a 

mpany called Marine Contractors. There were reports lust month that execu- 
tives of the company were secretly negotiating to lease a Singapore-registered 
barge. The union reacted to the news of the shipment by calling a meeting of 
oi! unions tnvelved in transporting and handling uranium. [Text] [Canberra 
THE AUSTRALIAN in Fnglish 7 Jul 81 p 13] 


‘EER URANIUM ACOULSITION--BT Australia Ltd will sell its 5.1 per cent stake 
ir Queensland Mines Ltd, clearing the way for Pioneer Concrete Services Ltd to 
take totalamontrol of the ureaium miner. The sale of the key shareholding of 
ybout one million shares means that after Pioneer's offer closes next Wednesday 
it can compulsorily acquire 100 per cent of QM. Since the concrete group launched 
its $182 million takeover bid in March for full control of QM and Kathleer In- 
vestments (Aust) Ltd, acceptances from shareholders in both companies have 
steadily flowed in. Pioneer now has about 90 per cent of OM and just slightly 
less of Kathleen, which in turn holds 50 per cent of the uranium miner. A 
flood of acceptances is expected in the next week as small shareholders, who 
were waiting on the sidelines, follow BT's example and sell out. [By Kim Slater) 

rpt | anberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 8 Jul 81 p 26) 


CSO: 5100/7549 











INDIA 


RIEFS 


\--Sangaliore, July j3--The Union Fnergy Minister, Mr. A.B.A. 


KN wdhury, Coday announced that one more cuper thermal station and 
' wi tation would be set up in the southern region in the 
wer sector, Mr. Chowdhury, who was releasing a report "Karnataka 
we ter ‘resent status and prospects,” however, did not indicate where 
e te rojects would be located. He said preparations of the feasibility 
the super thermal project had already begun. Mr. Chowdhury said 
Karnataka would be one of the principal beneficiaries of the Ramagundam super 
thermal power station, which was under construction and the second power stotion 
it Nevvell Ceapacity 630 MW). Mr. M. K. Ramachandra, chairman of the energy 
ommittee of the federation, which brought out the report, said in the report 
they had sugg *sted the preparation of a master plan for harnessing the hydel 


potential of Karnataka. Mr. J.A.K. Murthy, president of the federation, 
welcomed the gathering--Our Staff Reporter. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 
, Jul 81 po 9] 


si): L007 7/124 











PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


LARCE URANIUM MINE DISCOVERED 


#K260448 Hong Kong CHENG MING JIM PAO in Chinese 25 Jul 81 p 1 


|Report ‘The PLA Discovers « Big Uraniue Mine” 
| Tex: in order to geet the needs of national defense, a certain wit of the Chinese 
capital eesoctwetion engineer troops has for many years been actively prospecting and 


minioe in deep Sounteaine and on islands uranium resources for the atomic weapons 
industry. They Save recently discovered another Large uranium sine. 


Thie omit ‘egan te engage in the work of exploring for atomic energy in the 1950's, 
and prowided part of the raw material for making China's first atomic bomb. They have 
veri’ied 4 eumber of large, sedium and emall size uranium mines and built modern 

ame iteries 


In the aewly discowered laree uranium sine, rational technical means have been adopted. 
ft ie « sedera uranium wine. Explosions shake the valley and uranium ore ‘* large 
stee! hoppers ie sent continuously from the open gine at a high mountain the 
emeitery through a l6-kilometer long cableway. 


the Sth Company which hae been cited as being “brave and etubborn” ie indeed 4 scientific 
company it attaches importance Lo integrating science with production, guiding 
production with science, carrying ow. comprehensive analysis and studying laws of 

mine formation. te hae therefore scored satisfactory achievements. 


At present, the capital construction engineer soldiers are firmly grasping the work 
of general survey, erospecting ond sining for uranium, and striving for the development 
ef the atomic eneres industry. 


CSO: §$100/ 2292 











TATWAN 


BRIEFS 


GABON URANLUM EXPLORATION--Taipei, 16 Jul (CNA)=-Taiwan Power Company has decided 
to enter inte « joint venture for uranium exploration in the Republic of Gabon, 
at the invitation of the western African government, to insure fuel supply for 
ite suclear power plant. L. K. Chen, chairman of the Taipower, said the company 
aleo will continue the joint search for uranium in Paraguay in order to supply 
the power company’s 10 nuclear plante with sufficient fuel till 2000, The 
company will seon dispatch personnel to Gabon to engage in the investigation 
work. At present, Taipower hae kept a 2-year uranium storage. Taipower is 
preparing to set up 4 nuclear-energy company early next year in order to increase 
storage of uranium fuel for uee of 3 years. [Text] [Taipei CNA in English 

0238 GMT 16 Jul 61 OW] 


CSO: 4100/2292 
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ryP) REACTORS PLANNED POR POWER PROJECT 


by VYa'acov Priendler) 


HAIEA An interim report on 
ouctear development fy x 
reportedly argues strongly * 
mediate weeps to take lerael ato the 
nvctear power age This would be 


accomplished by Burlding 
( anadian-t CANDU reactors. 
vhuh use weler and un 
enonched uranwm 

The Horey Committee on 
Nuclear Energy for ltereel, ap- 
ned by E Miniter VY arhab 
Moxta') last October, presented the 


proyect g<urdelines for the immediate 
cometruction of a quclear power 
plant, s© at oot to waste any time 
uml the final report « presented 
next April 

The |)-man committee. charred 
by Techaion president Amos 
Hores made on-site impecvom of 
varus types of guctear plants 
abroad, before deciding 
on the CAND reactor Untibe the 
Amernan seaem, etich uses or- 
denary & ter and enrmhed uranium, 
the heavy water-enentiched 
vramem of the CANDL eystem a 
more Pract able for lerae! Some of 
the unearthed uramwem could even 


CSO: §)100/4743 











/ERUSALEM POST in English 14 Jul 61 pp i, 2 
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NIGERIA 


OFFICIALS URGE DEVELOPMENT OF NUCLEAR POWER 

Vice President Ekwueme 
Lagos DAILY TIMES 9 Jul 81 p 40 
[Article by Momodu Yakubu] 


{Text} Vice-President Alex Ekwueme yesterday urged the development of nuclear 
power as an alternative to energy from oil. 


Ae he opened the National Energy Day, Dr Ekwueme said he envisaged economic 
disaster for nations that relied excessively on fossil fuel-—which is not 
renewable. 


Dr Ekwueme, saying the world's energy needs were currently satisfied by non- 
renewable fossil fuel, ofl, coal and natural gas, warned: 


"It is clear that in the future these fossil fuel will run out and we will be 
confronted with energy shortages, economic disaster and, therefore, social and 
economic upheaval". 


His solution: A rapid development of renewable energy sources. 


The increased use of coal, natural gas, and nuclear power seem to be necessary 
measures for we cannot ignore the extensive proven reserves of coal, uranium and 
natural gas waiting to be tapped,” he said. 


Dr Ekwueme called for prudent conservation of energy sources, and asked: 


“How do we achieve rapid global economic growth when such rapid growth seemingly 
entails rapid increases in energy coneumption.” 


The Vice-President pointed out that ofl had not made Nigeria a rich country, as 
some people thought. 


Dr Ekwueme hinted that Nigeria's domestic energy consumption was growing at 
20 per cent yearly. 


“The growth is eo rapid that some have predicted that by 1985 Nigeria will be 
consuming 25 per cent and by 1990, 50 per cent of her total energy production.” 


12 


To conserve Nigeria's oil, Dr Bkwueme called for serious efforts at public 
tranaportation to reduce the necessity for private transportation system, 


Minister of Mines 
Enugu DAILY STAR in English 4 Jul 61 p 6 


[Text] The Minister of Mines and Power, Alhaji Muhammad Hassan, in Lagos 
indicated that Nigeria would embrace nuclear technology in view of the world 
security imbalance and energy requirement, 


'n a broadcast to the nation on the World Energy Day, Alhaji ilesean stated that 
it wae imperative for the country to start thinking seriously and planning for 
Nuclear technology inspite of being a signatory to the nuclear non-proliferation 
agreement because the major powers who were in a position to stem nuclear pro- 
liferation were themselves trading in nuclear technology. 


lie said that the move was to ensure the continuance of our life as a nation and 
provide a sense of security for our people and property. 


Ae a first step towards acquiring nuclear technology, Alhaji Hassan announced 

that the Federal Government had earmarked the sum of about #10 million for the 
planning and research purposes in the relevant eciences during the current develop- 
ment plan period. 


Alhaji Hassan assured Nigerian scientists and engineers of government support in 
their search for alternative sources of energy but added however that while en- 
couraging the development of local talents, Government will not hesitate to seek 
co-operation from both developed and third world countries. 


According to him, contracts will soon be awarded for the supply of electricity to 
all local government headquarters in the country as soon as consultants submitted 
their feasibility reports on the projects. 


He regretted that some State Governments were reluctant to provide lands to NEPA 
to build power stacions, stressing that some have even unwisely stopped on-going 
NEPA projecte on the grounds that they needed the land for their own priority 
projects. 


Alhaji Hassan disclosed that plans were in the pipeline for the building of a 
coal-fired station in Benue State and for the reconstruction of the 041 River 
Power Station in Anambra State, 


CSO: 5100/4948 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BIOGRAPHIC DATA ON IMPORTANT NUCLEAR CHEMIST PROVIDED 
Capetown DIE BURGER in Afrikaans 26 Jun 81 p 11 


[Text] Stellenbosch=-Dr Max Peisach, chief chemist of the nuclear institute at 
Faure, has just received special honors for having received the highest prize for 
nuclear chemistry abroad; he was awarded the Hevesy Medal. This is the fourteenth 
time the medal has been awarded and the first time that it has been given to a 
South African, 


Dr Peisach, who was born in Lithuania and came to South Africa with his parents 
when he was 6 years old, has been chief chemist at the Nuclear Institute of 
Southern University since 1963. Last week he attended a nuclear chemistry congress 
in Toronto, Canada, along with eight other South Africans and it was there that the 
medal was given to him. 


The award.ng of this medal to Dr Peisach is regarded by his colleagues as a great 
honor for South Africa and the nuclear chemists in the country. The medal has been 
awarded annually since 1968 in memory of the Hungarian nuclear chemist George 
Hevesy, who received the Nobel Prize for chemistry in 1943. 


Dr Peisach earned his doctorate in chemistry at the University of Capetown, where 
he was subsequently appointed as university lecturer. From 1953 to 1960 he was a 
radio-chemist at the CSIR [Council for Scientific and Industrial Research] in 
Pretoria Thereafter he became attached to the Committee for Nuclear Power at 
Rehovot, Israel, for 3 years before he was appointed to the nuclear institute here. 


7964 
CSO: 5100/4946 
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FRANCE 


GRENOBLE REJECTS THERMOS NUCLEAR HEATING PROJECT 
Paris LE MONDE in French 26 Jun 81 p 32 


[Article by Claude Francillon] 


[Text] Grenoble. On 10 June the city of Grenoble decided to 
terminate the studies undertaken for a possible connection of the 
Thermos nuclear heating reactor to Grenoble's 65-kilometer district 
heating system, “This is a proof of our responsibility: being wise 
enough to halt in time a project which has not yet proven itself to 
be suitable to our local energy needs," pointed out Mr Christian 
Lacroix, assistant to the mayor of Grenoble, who is responsible for 
energy issues. 


In December 1979, the CENG [Grenoble Nuclear Research Center] 
proposed to the city that a study be conducted of the installation 
of an experimental 100-MW reactor located on its site to produce 
hot water which would then have been "injected" in the city's dis- 
trict heating system. The cost of the reactor was calculated at 
395 million francs. To this would have been added costs for pre- 
paratory work on the heating system, estimated at over 1 million 
francs (LE MONDE, 29 January). 


The city set four conditions governing this project: ‘ 


a. The safety conditions of the nuclear reactor must be 
thoroughly examined. 


b. A study of the possibility of such a connection between 
a district heating system and a nuclear power plant must 
be done. 


c. A procedure for a thorough public investigation giving 
all sides of the case for and against the Thermos pro- 
ject must be established. 


d. Finally, this new nuclear heating source should not 


interfere with the diversification and complementary 
nature of the city's energy supply. 
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At the present time, the four thermal plants apereting are powered 
as follows: 55 percent by oil, 28 percent by coal, and 17 percent 
by the incineration of household wastes. 





The Rhone-Alpes-Energie company was requested by the city of 
Grenoble, the Heating Company, and the CENG to give its opinion 

on the Thermos project. It decided that, in order for the heat- 
ing reactor to have a sufficient number of operating hours it 
Should be connected to a system with a power of at least 400 mega- 
watts. But the system in the case of Grenoble had a power of only 
2\4 megawatts. Furthermore, if Thermos were used to power all of 
the Grenoble system with a power of 500 megawatts, the Heating Com- 
pany would then be forced to abandon its other energy sources--par- 
ticularly coal and household wastes. This is not compatible with 
its national commitments. 


"Thermos as a means of heat production has much too high a power 

to be used in good conditions in district heating systen® in France," 
pointed out Mr Pierre Mignotte, president of the Heating Company. 

It also appears, according to the Rhone-Alpes-Energie study, that 
the heat produced by Thermos would be more expensive than the heat 
produced by thermal plants. This had been denied until now by the 
staff of the Grenoble Nuclear Research Center. 


As the city of Grenoble has decided that it is not necessary to 
continue the studies to connect the Thermos reactor to the district 
heating system, the testing of this reactor in Grenoble has been 
halted. The director of the CENG, Pierre Corbet, feels that the 
Studies have shown that Thermos is "a good reactor." “The Thermos 
project is not a closed case," concluded the director, who said that 
other cities or regions, such as Saclay, Geneva, and Ile de France, 
are interested in the heating reactor. 


As soon as the decision made by the city vf Grenoble was learned, . 
Mr Michel Giraud, the RPR [Rally for the Republic] chairman of the 
regional council of Ile de France, indicated in a statement that 
this region had been interested in such a facility. “The regional 
council of Ile de France," reported the statement, “concerned about 
the long-term interests of the region, had taken a position, during 
its deliberations on 26 February 1980, in favor of this heating re- 
actor, whose location, said the regional elected officials, should 
be based on the needs of the population and ti.e guiding principles 
of economic and financial feasibility. The construction of such a 
facility would certainly have helped to diversify the energy re- 
sources of the region, by helping to save 40,000 tons of petroleum 
equivalent a year. 
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"The withdrawal of the city of Grenoble gives new meaning to the 
proposal of the regional council; contacts will be made with the 
appropriate ministry to try to bring this interesting project to 
lle de France," concluded Mr Michel Giraud, 


7679 
CSO: 5100/2287 


18 











FRANCE 


COURT CANCELS AUTHORIZATION FOR ECNR PROVISIONAL TUNNEL 
Paris LE MONDE in French 28-29 Jun 81 p 7 


[Article by Yves Leers] 


[Text] Lyon. On 25 June the Lyon administrative court canceled 

a decision made by the prefect of the Ain department on 30 October 
1980 authorizing the ECNR [European Council for Nuclear Research] 
to “occupy provisionally (for 3 years) agricultural lands” in the 
township of Crozet (Ain department) in the Gex region (LE MONDE, 

5 March 81). This land was to be crossed bv an exploration tunnel 
about 3 kilometers long, excavated by the ECNR for the drilling of 
the LEP large ring’. 


The mayor of Echenevex, the chairman of the agricultural union of 
Crozet, the Gex Association for the Protection of Nature, the local 
CFDT [French Democratic Confederation of Labor] chapter, and two 
other plaintiffs had petitioned the Lyon administrative court to 
overturn this decision, believing that this appeal to justice was 

a result of the ECNR's “refusal to talk.” According to the plain- 
tiffs, the exploration tunnel is not temporary, but will later be 
used as an access tunnel for the LEP, which the ECNR itself admits. 


The plaintiffs also feared that the water supply might be 
endangered and called for a “serious” impact study. 





° The LEP is a large collision ring project housed in a 
circular tunnel 30 kilometers long dug under the Gex area 
and in the Jura. Electrons and positrons will circulate 
inside the ring in opposite directions, meeting at several 
points. At these points physicists will observe the phe- 
nomena produced by their collisions. The preparatory tun- 
nel is designed to study the geology of the Jura region, 
and could later be used for access to one of these colli- 
sion points. 


19 














The Lyon administrative court agreed that the work which started 

in November 1980--the access shaft to the tunnel (less than 68 
metecs in length) has just been completed--was not of a provisional 
nature, and overturned the authorization on the grounds of irregu- 
larity: “It is neither alleged nor proven,” states the ruling,"that 
the site will be restored to its natural state.” The court thus 
followed the argument of the government commissioner, who had 
asked for cancelation: "These supposedly provisional maneuvers," 

he said, “have a very permanent character." 


After this ruling, the plaintiffs said they are prepared to make 
Sure that the work is halted. “The ECNR,” said Mr Jean-Roger 
Honorat, the mayor of Echenevex, “should file a new report wit) a 
general impact study and a public utility report. By not giving 
the administration complete and valid information on this project, 
the ECNR has been caught in its own trap.” 


The plaintiffs also want the ministry of the environment to issue 
an opinion on the implications of the LEP project for the environ- 
ment. 


At the ECNR, it is felt that this cancelation is an internal matter 
concerning France, as the work was being done by the ECNR on land 
made available by the French government. During the ECNR council 
Session on 25 June, the adoption of the LEP project was submitted 
for approval to the representatives of the member nations. Eight 
countries (Austria, Belgium, France, Great Britain, Greece, Italy, 
the Federal Republic of Germany, and Switzerlaind) approved the pro- 
ject. Pour others (Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, and Sweden), 
although they did not express opposition, were not yet legally 
prepared to give their agreement. The vote was left open and ano- 
ther council session will be held in October. 


A meeting has been scheduled for 27 June between the elected 
officials of the Gex region and the president of the ECNR. A de- 
tailed questionnaire has been drawn up by the seven towns directly 
affected by the LEP project and will be submitted to the ECNR by 
that dete. It covers some guarantees concerning impact studies, 
possible pollution, and taxes, for the ECNR, as an international 
Organization, benefits from full tax exemptions. 
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